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PRODUCTION OF CANN TOMATOES IN 1930 
According to figures collected by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce the pack of canned tomatoes in 1930 
amounted to 16,997,799 cases in terms of 24 No. 8 cans. The 
production, by sizes of containers, was as follows: 


Size Cases 

No, 800 (36 to case). . 98,81 


The pack, by states, expressed in cases of 24 No. 3 cans, 
was as follows: 


States 1929 1930 
Cases Cases 

Virginia . 918,475 818,404 
153,343 428,976 


a Reported by Ozark Packing Corporation; includes 41,870 cases, basis 3's, 
packed in Oklahoma, 
b Reported by Ozark Packing Corporation. 
« Included in “All other states.” 
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The canned tomato pack from 1919 to 1928, expressed in 
cases of 24 No. 3 cans. has been as follows: 


Year Cases Year Cases 

1919 .... ..... 10,800,660 1924 . .. 12,519,000 
1921 ... 4,017,000 1926 .. 9,455,000 
1922 ees» 11,588,000 18,187,042 
1928 14,672,000 1928 8,588,582 


BULLETIN ON TOMATOES FOR CANNING 


The Agricultural College Extension Service of the Ohio 
State University at Columbus has issued a 32-page illustrated 
bulletin on tomatoes for canning, listed as Bulletin 114. The 
publication covers not only the growing of the tomato crop but 
also tomato insects and diseases and methods for their control. 


CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 


January production of evaporated milk was nearly 1 per 
cent heavier than during the same month a year ago, and 
showed a gain of almost 4 per cent over December, according 
to a same-firm comparison reported by the U. 8. Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. The seasonal increase in the make of 
evaporated milk from December to January in 1930 amounted 
to 9.6 per cent, and to over 17 per cent in 1929. 

Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers on December 31, 
19380, on the basis of a same-firm comparison, amounted to 
slightly over 9,000,000 pounds, in comparison with 11,500,000 
pounds on the same date in 1929. For the four-month period 
ended December 31, these stocks decreased by about 4,500,000 
pounds. Total stocks on February 1, 1931, were 1 per cent 
lighter than on the same date a year ago, and 22 per cent lighter 
than on January 1. 

Condensed milk stocks on February 1, 1931, were nearly 28 
per cent lighter than on the same date a year ago, and 13 per 
cent lighter than on January 1. January production was 16 per 
cent lighter than during the same month in 1930, but showed a 
seasonal increase of 5 per cent over December. 


NAVY ASKS BIDS ON CANNED SAUSAGE AND PRUNES 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on 100,000 pounds 
of Vienna style canned sausage and 362,000 pounds of canned 
prunes for delivery in stipulated quantities at various naval 
bases. Bids on canned sausage will be opened at 10.00 A. M., 
April 14, while those on canned prunes will be opened at 10.00 
A. M., May 5. Copies of the schedules on which to submit bids 
may be obtained from the Bureau of Suppies and Accounts, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. 
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CORRECT FORM FOR LABEL ON SUBSTANDARD CANNED FOODS 

In reproducing the legend which must be used on sub- 
standard canned foods under the regulations adopted by the 
Department of Agriculture, the second line, as it appeared in 
the Information Letter for February 21, 1931, was erroneously 
set in caps and lower case. The second line of the legend should 
have been in capital letters of the size indicated. The legend, 
to be in correct form, should be as follows: 


Under 1 Ib. Net Weight 


First line: 12-point Cheltenham bold, condensed. 
Second line: 8-point Cheltenham bold, condensed. 


BELOW U. S. STANDARD 
LOW QUALITY BUT NOT ILLEGAL 


1_to 5 ths. Net Weight 


First line: 14-point Cheltenham bold, condensed. 
Second line: 10-point Cheltenh bold, di d 


BELOW U. S. STANDARD 
LOW QUALITY BUT NOT ILLEGAL 


Over 5 Ibs. Net Weight 


First line: 24-point Cheltenham bold, condensed. 
Second line: 18-point Cheltenham bold, condensed. 


BELOW U. S. STANDARD 
LOW QUALITY BUT NOT ILLEGAL 
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PRICES OF FARM PRODUCTS AT NEW LOW LEVELS 

The general level of prices of farm products, at the farm, 
on February 15 was 90 per cent of the pre-war level, as com- 
pared with 94 on January 15 this year, and with 131 on Feb- 
ruary 15, 1980. Ninety is the lowest farm price level recorded 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture during the period cov- 
ered by its farm price index—1910 to 1931. From January 15 
to February 15 moderate advances in the farm price of cotton, 
cottonseed, apples, sheep, lambs and horses were more than 
offset by lower farm prices of grains, flaxseed, hay, potatoes, 
hogs, cattle, calves, chickens, dairy and poultry products. 


TRUCK CROP ACREAGES 


BEETS.—The preliminary estimate of acreage for the second 
early group of states is 11 per cent larger than the 1930 acreage. 
An increase of 16 per cent is reported in Louisiana and a de- 
crease of 14 per cent in Mississippi. Due to the heavy decrease 
in the Louisiana acreage since 1927, the acreage for the group 
this year is only 56 per cent of the average acreage for the 3-year 
period, 1927 to 1929. 

CABBAGE.—The preliminary estimate of acreage for the sec- 
ond early group of states is 8 per cent below the 1930 acreage 
and 15 per cent below the average acreage for the previous five 
years, 1925 to 1929. Combining the acreage for this group with 
the estimated acreage for the fall and early groups, an increase 
of 20 per cent over last year and 15 per cent over the 5-year 
average acreage is indicated so far this season. 

CARROTS.—The acreage estimated for the second early group 
of states this year is 29 per cent greater than the 1930 acreage 
and 12 per cent greater than the 5-year average acreage for the 
years 1925 to 1929. The spring crop acreage in California, with 
a heavy increase reported each year from 1925 to 1929, is more 
than one-half greater than last spring’s acreage and more than 
three times as large as the 5-year average acreage. Louisiana 
and Mississippi report decreases of 1 per cent and 26 per cent, 
respectively, below last year’s acreage. 

GREEN PEAS.—The acreage planted or intended for plant- 
ing in the second early group of states is estimated to be 8 per 
cent greater than the 1930 acreage and 70 per cent greater than 
the average acreage for the 5-year period, 1925 to 1929. Growers 
in California and Mississippi plan increases of 15 per cent and 
4 per cent, respectively, over last year’s acreage, while decreases 
of 8 per cent in Louisiana and 22 per cent in South Carolina are 
expected. The acreage planted or intended to be planted in all 
states so far reported for this season indicates an increase of 
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12 per cent over the 1930 acreaye and 72 per cent over the 5-year 
average acreage. 

LETTUCE.—There are 48,10 acres estimated for the second 
early group of states. While this acreage is 13 per cent smaller 
than the record acreage of 1930, it is 67 per cent greater than 
the average acreage for the previous 5 years, 1925 to 1929. A 
decrease of 30 per cent below last spring’s acreage is reported 
for the spring crop acreage in Arizona, 2 per cent in “other” 
California, 3 per cent in North Carolina and an increase of 33 
per cent in South Carolina. The combined acreage for the early 
and second early groups appears to be about 1 per cent smaller 
than last year’s acreage and 61 per cent greater than the 5-year 
average acreage. 

BUSINESS CONDITIONS 

Weekly business indicators available to the Department of 
Commerce for the holiday week ending February 28, 1931, show 
that bank debits, outside New York City, decreased from the 
preceding week and were lower than the same week in 1939. 
Interest rates on call money, although showing no change from 
a week ago, were materially below the 1930 level. Time money 
rates remained the same as the week previous and were under 
last year. Number of business failures, as reported by R. G. 
Dun & Company, declined in respect to the week previous, but 
were higher than during the corresponding week in 1930. 

Wholesale prices, as measured by Fisher’s composite index 
of 120 leading commodities, were on the same level as for the 
week previous, but were materially under this time last year. 
This is the first time this year that the current week has not wit- 
nessed a drop in wholesale prices in respect to the week previous. 
The decline in prices for agricultural products was continued, 
but prices of non-agricultural products took an upward turn 
during the week. 


Car Loapines 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. 


215,470 
212,610 
Corresponding week, 1930 219,430 
Corresponding week, 1929. 503 326, 226,776 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 
Shipments of 27 products decreased to 17,060 cars during 
the week ended February 28, but were still 1,200 heavier than 
a year ago. Potato movement totaled 4,750 cars and apples 


1,850. Oranges increased greatly to 2,710 cars, or 50 per cent 
more than during the same period last season. The increase 


Other 
246,789 
262,524 
208,717 
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recently was in southern California, which shipped 1,470 cars 
during the closing week of February while Florida held steady 
at 1,225 cars. Grapefruit movement from Florida decreased to 
860 cars, compared with 570 last year. Texas originated 85 cars 
of grapefruit. Tangerines from Florida were down to 80 cars. 

The spinach season was about finished in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley and other parts of southern Texas decreased to 
360 cars. Green pea movement was becoming active in Imperial 
Valley. California last week shipped 22 cars of peas, with 18 
from Florida and Mexican imports increasing greatly to 145 
cars. California cauliflower shipments decreased sharply to 195 
cars. Imperial Valley movement of carrots registered a sharp 
gain, the total California output being 215 cars. Texas dropped 
to 50 cars. New York originated 45 cars of old-crop carrots. 

With peak movement probably past, Florida shipments of 
strawberries decreased last week to 100 cars, or less than half 
as many as during the same period last winter. 

Tomato imports from Mexico increased sharply last week 
to 285 cars, but Cuban arrivals decreased to 30, and Florida held 
at 120 cars for the week. 


SUuLPMENTS 
Total this Total last 


Feb. Feb. Feb, 28 a Total 
22-28, 15-21, March 1, through through last 
Commodity 1931 19381 1930 Feb. 28 March 1 season 
Apples total. . . 1,848 1,700 1,643 07,401 91,521 102,801 
Kastern states 678 676 5s2 39,690 46,874 51,4309 
Western states 1,170 1,114 1,061 57,702 44,6417 51,362 
Asparagus 24 11 35 12 2,700 
Beans, snap: 
Domestic ......... 78 79 141 2,070 2,377 9,550 
Imports 5 2 0 25 14 23 
74 36 439 
Cabbage: 
1931 season... 662 651 5,213 4,171 37,486 
1930 season . M42 215 0 37,486 44,165 44,201 
Carrots: 
1931 season... 280 337 244 4,047 4,057 11,610 
1930 season... : 51 66 33 11,610 11,650 12,1409 
Cauliflower ........... 197 314 212 7,253 6,980 9,535 
Pears pat? 65 56 67 28,122 20,061 21,147 
Peas, green : 
Domestic . as 41 21 is 1,019 GSS 6,800 
Imports ....... 143 112 to) 1,256 2,002 2,118 
Peppers : 
Domestic .... os 60 38 1,022 206 2,706 
Imports 19 22 210 477 
Spinach 871 S41 508 5,671 5,141 
Strawberries ii 100 140 220 651 {4s 10,638 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic 122 122 196 1,344 914 $3,468 
Imports , 215 147 425 2,661 2,795 6,049 
Vegetables, mixed : 
Domestic TAT R24 7m 6,200 5817 31,064 
ES 12 18 26 162 185 859 
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SUPREME COURT TO REVIEW GANS PATENT CASE 


The validity of the Gans patent for zeolite water softeners 
will be reviewed by the United States Supreme Court, which has 
granted a review upon petition of the Permutit Company. The 
patent’s validity has been determined differently in different cir- 
cuit courts of appeal. It was upheld by the second and sixth cir- 
cuits, and its validity denied in the seventh circuit. 


POLAND SETS LIMIT FOR AMERICAN CANNED FISH 


The Polish Government has officially advised the American 
Embassy in Warsaw that an import contingent of 55 short tons 
for canned fish of American origin has been established for the 
calendar year 1931. 


LARGE CARRY-OVER OF CANNED FRUIT IN AUSTRALIA 


The 1930 season produced a record pack of canned fruit in 
Australia but the outlook for 1951 is not at all promising, owing 
to the fact that cooperative canneries in Victoria are restricting 
their output this year, according to the American trade commis- 
sioner at Sydney. This restriction is due to the depression and 
the fact that large stocks of last season’s canned fruit are still 
in store. 

In 19380 the equivalent of 1,784,934 cases of 24 No. 30-ounce 
tins were packed, against 1,186,481 tins in 1929, as follows: 
Apricots, 277,274; peaches, 1,113,765; pears, 393,895. During 
1931 it is expected that about 1,250,000 tins will be packed. 

At the end of December it was estimated 700,000 cases of 
fruit were in stock in Australia, about a year’s supply without 
any additional canning. 


SOIL MOISTURE CONDITIONS 


With the close of Winter and the beginning of the first 
Spring month, the soil-moisture situation varies widely in 
different sections of the country, according to the Weather Bu- 
reau’s weekly review. In an area comprising the lower Missis- 
sippi Valley from Arkansas and western Tennessee southward 
the soil is abundantly supplied; recent rains have retarded farm 
work, though growing crops have generally made good progress. 

Likewise, in the eastern two-thirds of Texas the soil is too 
wet for field operations, but in the central Plains states and the 
extreme lower Missouri Valley, including Missouri, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, and Nebraska, there is ample moisture for present 
needs and all growing crops are doing well. In the Ohio Valley 
most sections have sufficient top-soil moisture for the present, 
though a general rain would be helpful; in this area the sub- 
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soil continues very dry, with moisture extending in most places 
to a depth of only six or eight inches. 

West Virginia and Virginia were materially benefited by 
recent showers, and additional moisture has been helpful in the 
South Atlantic area. Heavy rains are still needed rather gener- 
ally from the central Mississippi Valley eastward to the At- 
lantic Ocean, especially in the upper Ohio Valley, where there 
are again complaints of water shortage in some sections. The 
lack of water is becoming more serious also in the upper Missis- 
sippi Valley, especially in Iowa, where marked deficiencies in 
precipitation persist. Recent snows have improved the situation 
in the Rocky Mountain area, while west of the mountains pres- 
ent conditions are mostly satisfactory, especially in Pacific Coast 
sections. 


WAREHOUSE ACT AMENDED 

Amendments to the U. 8. Warehouse Act, pending for sev- 
eral years in Congress, were finally adopted before adjourn- 
ment. These amendments authorize the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to designate an official in the Department to act for the 
Secretary in performing certain duties; eliminate the clause in 
the existing act which provides that the bond shall secure the 
performance of the warehouseman’s obligations as defined by 
State laws; authorize the charging of a fee for licenses to sample, 
inspect, e2c., goods stored in licensed warehouses; and alter the 
wording of the act so that the Federal act is no longer subserv- 
ient to State acts wherever there is conflict between the two. 
This last amendment leaves the choice to the warehouseman and 
his patrons as to whether or not a warehouse should be operated 
under the Federal act, and if it is decided to secure a license 
under the Federal act then the warehouseman is authorized to 
operate without regard to State acts and is responsible solely to 
the Federal act. Other amendments make more severe the pen- 
alties for violation of the provisions of the act. 
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